[The role of some pituitary hormones in patients with non-insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus and diabetic retinopathy].
The level of somatotropin and thyreotropin hormones was measured in blood plasma of patients with non-insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus with and without diabetic retinopathy (DR). Fifty eight patients (26 males and 32 females) aged from 35 to 75 were examined. The patients were divided into two groups. First group included 29 patients (13 males and 16 females) with non-insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus without DR. Second group included the same number of patients with non-insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus complicated by DR. The concentration of somatotropin hormones was increased and thyreotropin was decreased in patients with non-insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus with DR. The results suggest that somatotropin and thyreotropin contributes to the development of diabetic retinopathy in humans.